The puberty-controlling function of the mediocortical amygdala (MCA) was studied in the following way : the anterior or the posterior parts of the medial as well as of the cortical amygdaloid nucleus of immature female rats were bilaterally lesioned with a platinum electrode, or unilaterally implanted with a r:q mixture of oestradiol benzoate (OB) 
INTRODUCTION
Studies on the puberty-controlling function of the mediocortical amygdala (MCA) were initiated by E LW E R S and C RI TCxr,OW ( 19 6 0 , ig6i) who reported that bilateral lesioning of this limbic region or of the stria terminalis in female rats at about three weeks of age induced precocious puberty, and concluded that the MCA inhibits gonadotrophin secretion before puberty. However, the findings of these authors were not confirmed by later investigations. A puberty-delaying effect of amygdaloid lesions produced in 4 -day-old female rats was described by R!r,xr:·r ( 1971 ) , and B>aocx and G A rrorrG ( 1971 ) found a slight retardation of puberty after bilateral damage of the mediocortical or basolateral amygdaloid nuclei at 21 -23 days of age. Comparing the effects of lesions made with platinum and stainless-steel electrodes, VE LASCO ( 1972 ) reached the conclusion that the amygdala has a stimulating effect on gonadotrophin secretion in prepubertal female rats that is abolished by platinum lesions and increased by the irritative effect produced by metallic deposit in electrochemical lesions.
In a recent paper (D6C K E, 1974 ) 
